WORLD DANCE ALLIANCE

( Introduction

Representing dance artists from all over the world, World Dance Alliance (WDA), acts as a central processing units for worldwide dance.  The main purpose of the WDA is to create an international communication network that will support and assist the scholarly, artistic development and advancement of dance.  The World Dance Alliance was established at the Hong Kong International Dance Conference in 1990.  Specifically four continents of the world were chosen as the main centers of the WDA: the Europe center, Asia-Pacific center, and American center.  All who is an advocate of dance can speak for it in its many aspects, and voice its concerns through the WDA. 

( Organization

	WDA EUROPE
	WDA ASIA-PACIFIC
	WDA AMERICA

	Sweden  Portugal  Belgium

France  Slovenia  Hungary

Germany  Russia  Netherlands

England  Denmark  Spain
	Korea  Hong Kong  India

Taipei  Malaysia  Philippines

Cambodia  Indonesia  China

Singapore  Australia  Japan
	USA  Mexico

Argentina  Canada

Costa Rica  Venezuela


( Aim of the WDA 

( To established a center of information and communication for dance organization and individuals, a forum for the international exchange of information, ideas, expertise, and resources in all areas of dance. 

( To encourage and support the research of dance, the dancers/organizations and all else associated with the field. 

( To understand the trend of dance, and to engage in international dance business.

( To assist in the identification and promotion of all dance traditions, in recognition of their cultural importance. 

( Activity 

Beginning in Hong Kong from 1990, annual conferences have been taking place for the purpose of organizing international festivals, and academic discussions in the same form as the Olympics.  All the countries take turns in representing a different year.  Till now, the international event has taken place in the following countries…
’91  Philippines

’92  Taipei

’93  Japan

’94  Malaysia & China 

’95  Korea 

’96  Australia & Indonesia 

’97  Hong Kong & Germany

’98  Philippines

’99  Philadelphia 

At the holding of the second German World Dance Alliance conference in 1997, a business proposal was presented to commemorate the new Millennium; ‘World Dance 2000’.

	‘World Dance 2000’
Heritage    Year 1999    Philadelphia, USA

‘2000 Feet: A Celebration of World Dance’
Creation    Year 2000    Korea & Japan

‘World Dance 2000’ Seoul Event & Asian Next Wave-Tokyo
Vision      Year 2002    Germany

‘Europe International Child Dance Education Conference’



World Dance Alliance Asia-Pacific Center (WDA: APC) was primarily established as a non-profit, non-political organization under the name of Asia Pacific Dance Alliance by the dancers of Asia and the Pacific regions, at the International Dance Conference held in Hong Kong in 1988.  The present name WDA: APC has been used since 1993 linked together with the other centers of the World Dance Alliance.  Since 1986, WDA: APC has been constantly holding International Academic Conferences and Dance Festivals in Hong Kong, and it has been hosted by several major cities in Asia, and the Pacific regions under the cooperation of the centers of each country since 1991.  The lists of countries are hereunder… 

’91  Philippines

’92  Taipei

’93  Japan

’94  Malaysia

’95  Korea 

’96  Australia & Indonesia – it took place again in Hong Kong to celebrate the hand-over of China 

1997 was a significant turning point for WDA Korea, as Miki Wakamatsu (Japanese Dance Scholar) was appointed as the President, and Kim Hae-Shik (Dean of the Korean National University of Arts, School of Dance) as the Vice-President of WDA: APC.

World Dance Alliance Korea

( Introduction (
World Dance Alliance Korea (WDAK) joined the World Dance Alliance: Asia Pacific Center (WDA: APC) in 1990 with the full support of the leaders of the Korean dance community.  Yong-ku Park, a senior dance critic, was elected as the founding president of the Korea chapter, and established numerous business plans.  His successor, Hyun Choi, and incumbent Hae-Shik Kim have since provided the opportunity to expand the expressive realm of dance through various activities such as international festivals, performances, symposiums, workshops, and publication of academic journals, to build up the stature of dance art, and to activate international cultural exchange.  Especially in 1995, WDAK held the first Summit and General Meeting of World Dance Alliance and Korea International dance Event ’95.  As an international non-profit organization with the goal of developing the dance at home and abroad, WDAK has made strides toward this goal through the systematic organization of committees to oversee choreography, academics, education, and planning/welfare.  WDAK has set the following objectives:

1. Promotion of dance as performing art.

2. Encouragement of academic study in dance and dance-related fields.

3. Collaboration with renowned dancers at home and abroad to introduce new trends in the world of dance.

4. Assumption of a leadership role in improving the welfare and status of dancers.

5. Internationalization of dance by hosting dance events to bring world dance to Korea

6. Activation of exchanges among dancers at home and abroad through the promotion of performances, workshops, and international academic conference.

Facing the new millennium, the organization will host the ‘World Dance 2000’ Seoul Event in Seoul, at various venues in and around Seoul from July 26th to 30th, 2000.   

( Organization and activities (
 Academies Committee 

Academies Committee of WDAK aims to prepare the foundation of study on dance by inaugurating the Korean Society for Dance Studies (KRSDS), to increase the academic value of dance by presenting the new study methodology on dance and to promote the international academies exchange.  First academic conference with the subject of “DanceㆍHumanㆍValue”, as the first event of KRSDS, provided the chance to introduce the study methodology of education, psychology, sociology, anthropology, aesthetics and philosophy on dance.  In addition, dance criticism workshop, held to activate the dance criticism activities, provided the concrete and profound lecture on theory and practice of dance criticism by inviting the dance scholar, journalist and critic.  The 2nd academic conference, held in 1999, prepared the stage to explore and discuss various kinds of professional study methods from many aspects, with the subject of  “Choreographic study”. The Korean Journal of Dance Studies, KRSDS’s publication, is published biannually, spring and fall volume.  Spring volume carries the thesis, publicly selected as well as subject thesis, presented at the Academic conference. Fall volume carries the excellent theses, entrusted to eminent dance scholars, theorists and critics at home and abroad. 

 Choreography Committee  
WDAK aims to encourage the activation of dance performance, to teach various kinds of choreographic technique by inviting famous dancers at home and abroad.  It also to expand the expression area of dance by opening the dance festival in which dancers try to implant in the adjacent art genre, and to present the new repercussion to the trend of world dance by creating new world dance.  In addition, by dispatching participation group to annual festival of WDA, it improves the international cultural exchange by advancing Korean dance into the world stage. 

It has dispatched the annual festivals of WDA, held at Hong Kong, Philippines, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, Indonesia, Hong Kong and Philippines, from 1990 to 1998.  Especially in 1995, it held the inauguration general meeting of WDA and '95KIDE. In 1999, it has dispatched Seoul Metropolitan Dance Theater, Myoung-Sook Kim Dance Company, Un-Mi Kim Dance Company, Chang Chung-Yoon Modern Dance Group, Kui-In Chung Dance Company, Gigu Dance Theater-Insook Park, and KNUA Dance Company to the ‘2000 FEET: A Celebration of World Dance’, the first series of World Dance 2000 in Philadelphia.  
Choreography Committee, especially, held “For the new dance”, performance event to try to connect the dance with the adjacent art field for the purpose of creating new world dance. “The Meeting of dance and costume I” in 1996, “The Meeting of dance and fashion- dancing design II” in 1998 was held in “For the new dance II”.  “For the new dance III - The Meeting of dance and costume with the oriental and western sound” was held in 1999.  

 Education Committee 

Education Committee of WDAK aims to hold workshop by inviting famous dancer, theorist and choreographer at home and abroad.  It also to introduce the trend of world dance by teaching dance theory, technique and choreography technique to the dance major, and to nurture the capable dancer to lead the world dance in future. 

This committee invited the Loren E.Bucek, the professional in dance education and dance researcher at USA Congress, held workshop to spread “the dance education method for the children and teenager” to the future dance leaders and professional dance teachers.  In 1998, this committee held the “Lecture on Basic Dance Action of Sung-Hee, Choi, disciple of Hyungchon, Baek” in 1998 to provide the opportunity to learn the basic action of North Korean dancer Sung-Hee, Choi.  Especially in February 1999, this committee held workshop on the professional education program for the Choreographer by inviting Ishii Kaoru, Japanese dancer and choreographer.
 PlanningㆍWelfare Committee 

PlanningㆍWelfare Committee of WDAK aims to establish the position of choreography and activate the stage work of dance performance by planning various kinds of dance performance(events), to dispatch the Korean dancer and theorist to the international event, and to improve the international cultural exchange by inviting the foreign dance scholar, critics, choreographer and dancers to domestic event.

This committee established the chance to publicize and spread the Korean dance by planning '95 KIDE in 1994, and opening the inaugurated general meetings of WDA and 1st '95 KIDE.  In addition, it planned the “For the new dance I - The Meeting of Dance and Costume I” along with the Korea Fashion and Culture Association in 1996, and “The Meeting of Dance and fashion II” in 1997.  Incorporating with other art genre to expand the expression area of dance has attracted interests and this becomes the unique form of performance.  WDAK also planned the “For the new dance III - The Meeting of dance and costume with the oriental and western sound”, trying to connect the dance with the cutting-edge computer technology, in order to promote the future-oriented work of the dance world, as the first event facing 2000. 

Besides, it provides the dancers at home with the opportunity to recognize the trend of dance world at home and abroad by giving them trend and information on the various kinds of academic conference and dance performance in dance world worldwide through the newsletter of WDAK.  

( History of World Dance Alliance Korea (
	Period
	Content

	Mar. ’90 
	Joined World Dance Alliance Asia-Pacific Center (WDA:APC)

	July ’90 
	Participated in the Hong Kong International Festival of WDA:APC

	July ’91 
	Participated in the Philippine International Festival of WDA:APC

	July ’92 
	Participated in the Taiwan International Festival of WDA:APC

	July ’93 
	Participated in the Japan International Festival of WDA:APC

	Sep. ’93 
	Dispatched delegation to the Singapore International Dance Festival

	April ’94 
	Designated to host Korea International Dance Event (KIDE '95)

	May ’94 
	Launched supporter organization for Korean dancer, Su-Jin Kang
(Present Prima ballerina of Stuttgart, Germany)

	July ’94 
	Hosted WDA:APC / Participated in the Malay International Dance Festival / 

Sent out invitations to the Inaugural WDA General Meeting 

	Sep. ’94 
	Participated in the Beijing Dance Festival

	July ’95 
	Hosted KIDE ’95 and the 1st Summit / General Meeting of WDA 

	Mar. ’96 
	Hosted '96 director's meeting and oversaw reshuffling of the board

	May ’96 
	Invited Lorean E. Bucek, American dance scholar / 
Held the workshop for dance instructors

	July ’96 
	Held WDA:APC / Participated in the Australia International Dance Festival and
Indonesia Dance Festival

	Nov. ’96 
	Held "The Meeting of Dance and Costume I"

	Mar. ’97 
	Dispatched inspection delegation to the Hong Kong Art Festival

	May ’97 
	Held International Forum for Culture and Art Festival for the 2002 Korea-Japan World Cup Games  

	July ’97 
	Hosted WDA:APC / Participated in the Hong Kong International Dance Festival/ Selected presiding committee in East Asia

	Sep. ’97 
	Conducted joint opening of art costume exhibition " Gesture for Costume" in Kwangju Biennial

	Oct. ’97 
	Participated in the 2nd WDA General Meeting at Essen, Germany

	Dec. ’97 
	Held " The Meeting of Dance and CostumeⅡ- Dancing Design"

	May ’98 
	Held the 1st academic conference and dance criticism workshop / Published the 1st volume of the academic journal, The Korean Journal of Dance Studie

	July ’98 
	Held the workshop on the basic dance movement of Seung-Hee Choi 
(style of Hongchun, Baek)

	Aug. ’98 
	Held WDA:APC / Participated in the Philippines International Dance Festival and Conference 

	Dec. ’98 
	Published the 2nd volume of The Korean Journal of Dance Studies

	Feb. ’99 
	Held 1st Choreography Workshop 

	May ’99 
	Held Academic Conference ’99 / Published the 3rd volume of The Korean Journal of Dance Studies

	June ’99 
	Hosted WDA American Center / Participated in the ‘2000 Feet: A Celebration of World Dance’, Philadelphia

	Nov. ’99 
	Held "For the new world dance III- The Meetings of dance, fashion, digital, oriental and western sound"

	Dec. ’99 
	Published the 4th volume of The Korean Journal of Dance Studies


( Upcoming Schedule (
	May. 2000
	Hosting of Academic Conference / Publication of the 5th volume of The Korean Journal of Dance Studies

	July 2000
	Hosting of World Dance 2000 Seoul

	Dec. 2000
	Publication of the 6th volume of The Korean Journal of Dance Studies


( The Board of Directors (
Honorary director/  Chun-hung Kim (Human Cultural Assets)

Advisor/  Yong-Ku Park (Senior Dance and Music Critic)
Honorary president/  Hyun Choi (Former Artistic director of Korean National Dance Troupe, 

                            guest professor of Dance at the Korean National University of Arts)
President/  Hae-Shik Kim (WDA:APC East Asia Vice-president, 
                       Dean of Dance at the Korean National University of Arts)
Vice-president/  Insook Park (Professor of Dance at Hansung University, 

                         President of the Korean Modern Dance Association)
Executive Director/  Malborg Kim (Commissioner of Academies Committee, 
                              Professor of Dance at Ewha Womans University)
Directors/ 

Jeong-Ho Nam (Commissioner of Choreography Committee,

             Professor of Dance at the Korean National University of Arts)
Seung-Hun Jang (Commissioner of Planning/Welfare Committee, President of MCT Arts Management)
Kui-In Chung (Commissioner of Education Committee, Professor of Dance at Pusan National University)
In-Ja Park (Auditor, Professor of Dance at Sukmyung Women’s University)
Geung-Soo Kim (Professor of Dance at Chung Ang University)

Myoung-Sook Kim (Professor of Dance at Ewha Womans University)
Sun-Hee Kim (Professor of Dance at the Korean National University of Arts)
So-Ra Kim (Professor of Dance at Hyosung University)
Un-Mi Kim (Professor of Dance at Hanyang University)
Hyun-Ok Kim (Professor of Dance at Kyemyung University)
Joung-Nim Do (Professor of Dance at Chong Ju University)

Julia Hoon-Sook Moon (Artistic Director of Universal Ballet Company)
Jae-Keun Park (Professor of Dance at Sangmyung University)
Young-Tae Baik (Professor of Dance at Kangwon University)

Suk-Hee Seo (Professor of Dance at Dongduk Women’s University)
Sung-Su Ahn (Professor of Dance at the Korean National University of Arts)
Sung-Ok Yang (Professor of Korean Traditional Arts at the Korean National University of Arts)

Hak-Sun Im (Professor of Dance at Sungkyungwan University)
Chung-Yoon Chang (Professor of Dance at Dong-A University)
James Jeon (Resident Choreographer of Seoul Ballet Theater)
Eun-sook Cho (Professor of Dance at Chung Ang University)

Tae-Ji Choi (Artistic Director of The National Ballet of Korea)
Hyun-Ju Ham (President of the Royal Ballet Academy Korea Chapter)
Secretariat/ 

Yu-Jeen Chung (Secretary of International Affairs, 

             Lecturer of Dance and Drama at the Korean National University of Arts)

Ji-Hyun Han (Secretary of Domestic Affairs, Lecturer of Dance at Seokyeong University, 

            Kuemlan Junior High School)
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Address / #308 Seungjung Bld., Seocho-dong, Seocho-ku, 

Seoul 137-070, Korea

Tel / 82-2-582-5929, 82-2-597-7355

Fax / 82-2-581-3209

E-mail / wdakorea@unitel.co.kr 

